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Art Unit: 2874 

DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The prior art documents submitted by the applicant in the Information Disclosure 
Statement filed on September 20, 2006 have all been considered and made of record (note the 
attached copy of form PTO-1449). 

Claim Objections 

3. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current U.S. 
practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign document and are 
replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. Note also usage of indefinite pronoun "it". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-3 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cho et 
al. (KR 10-2004-0110660). 

6. Regarding claims 1-3 and 9, Cho et al. discloses a photoelectric transforming connector 
for optical fibers comprising: a first connection subject 120 to which an optical fiber 121 is 
connected and having a first light emitting portion transmitting a light signal and/or a first light 
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receiving portion receiving a light signal through the optical fiber; a second connection subject 
110 having a second light receiving portion facing the first light emitting portion and converting 
a light signal to an electric signal and/or a second light emitting portion facing the first light 
receiving portion, converting an electric signal to a light signal and transmitting it to the first 
light receiving portion; and a shell 130 to which the first connection subject and the second 
connection subject are attached; wherein the shell has a bottom plate 131 to which the first 
connection subject and the second connection subject are attached so that the first light emitting 
portion faces the second light receiving portion and/or the first light receiving portion faces the 
second light emitting portion, and a plurality of elastic pieces 132 provided to stand upward on 
four sides of the bottom plate and contacting with the first connection subject and the second 
contacting subject. Two elastic pieces are individually formed corresponding to the first 
connection subject and the second connection subject on each of two sides among four side of 
the bottom plate, which are parallel to an opposing direction of the first connection subject and 
the second connection subject. An engaging portion, which is inwardly bent, is formed in a 
vicinity of a front end of at least an elastic piece corresponding to the first connection subject 
among two elastic pieces respectively provided on each of two sides of the bottom plate parallel 
to the opposing direction of the first connection subject and the second connection subject, and a 
slanted face pressed toward the bottom plate of the shell with the engaging portion is formed on 
each side face of the first connection subject. The first light emitting portion and the first light 
receiving portion are provided in parallel with each other on the face of the first connection 
subject facing the second connection subject; and the second light emitting portion and the 
second light receiving portion are provided in parallel with each other on the face of the second 
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connection subject facing the first connection subject respectively for facing the first light 
emitting portion and the first light receiving portion. See Figure 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cho et al. 

9. Regarding claim 8, Cho et al. does not appear to disclose the material of the first 
connection subject or the shell, and wherein the shell is grounded. 

10. However, conductive plastics for transceiver components are well known in the art for 
providing EMI shielding while maintaining low cost advantages of plastic technologies. 
Furthermore, it is common practice in the art to provide an outer shell that is metal and grounded 
in order to provide proper EMI shielding. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a conductive plastic first 
connection subject, a metal shell, and to ground the shell in order to improve the EMI shielding 
characteristics of the module of Cho et al. Furthermore, it has been held to be within the general 
skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the 
intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. See MPEP 2144.07. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 4-7, 10 and 1 1 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

12. The prior art of record does not disclose or suggest the limitations of claims 4-7, 10 and 
11. 

Conclusion 

13. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah Song whose telephone number is 571-272-2359. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30am - 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rodney Bovernick can be reached on 571-272-2344. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sarah Song/ 
Sarah Song 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2874 



